Supervised discharge: concerns about the new powers for nurses.
The introduction of the Mental Health (Patients in the Community) Act 1995 has been the cause of much concern, although there has been little published debate from nurses. This article discusses key elements of the Act, including the power to 'take and convey', resourcing community care, the principle of reciprocity and the use of coercion to gain therapeutic cooperation. American literature suggests that the way community psychiatric nurses feel about using the power to 'take and convey' and coercion is the determining factor in the successful implementation of this act.